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sounds. Innocent iconoclast, with, his school-
master ferrule!

It is worth our while to make serious an-
swer to these serious propositions, since the
true aspect of native literature may thus be
disclosed. The Kevolution, which so filled
Webster's eyes, was unquestionably a great
historic event by reason of its connection
with the formal institution of a new nation;
but the roots of our national life were not
then planted. They run back to the first
settlements and the first charters and agree-
ments ; nor is the genesis of the nation to be
found there; sharp as are the beginnings of
our history on this continent, no student
could content himself with a conception of
our national life which took into account
only the events and conditions determined
by the people and the soil of America.
Even in actual relations between America
and Europe there never has been a time
when the Atlantic has not had an ebbing as
well as a flowing tide, and the instinct which
now sends us to the Old World on passion-
ate pilgrimages is a constituent part of our
national life, and not an unfilial sentiment.
In the minds of Webster and many others,